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Message from the Trustees
On behalf of Wakoos Committee, I wanted to  take this opportunity to thank Veronica and her team for their initiative and hard work during the temporary accommodation upheaval this Summer, resulting from the essential roof works. 
A lot of planning and thought was put into this exercise. Needless to say, the children – which is what it’s all about – were presented with seamless childcare during the roof works.
Thanks to the staff,
 
the children were involved in 
various 
elements of the move which was clearly an exciting period for them. Most of all I liked the thought to providing a degree of familiarity through artwork on notice boa
r
ds and careful thought to room layout in the temporary location. 
Let’s do it again next year! Only joking
.
Stephen Tarr
Cha
i
r
man, Wakoos Centre4Chidlren
(for more
 information see the current edition of Family Grapevine! Page 7) 
  
) (
Dates to remember
Pre-school term dates:-                    Monday 5
th
 Sept to Friday 16
th
 Dec.
Half Term:                                            Monday 24
th
 Oct to Friday 28
th
 Oct. 
DAY-
NURSERY CLOSURE DATES
Christmas 
–
 
6pm Friday 23
rd
 December.
Re-open Tuesday 3
rd
 January 2012.
A
nnual 
G
eneral 
M
eeting
Wednesday 16
th
 November 2011
7.30pm onwards
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Food Glorious Food
We
 have recently reviewed our tea 
time menu following feedback from parents. 
The menu has 
been 
changed slightly and we have changed the way 
that 
we offer afternoon snacks and teas
.  Let us 
know if 
you 
have noticed any differences resulting from the changes.
 
Staff Uniform
We hope you have noticed the new staff uniforms, which now include the 
Wakoos
 logo
.
 
It replaces the sweatshirts with 
a more up-to-date fleece. 
Let us know if you are interested in 
child-size uniforms for parents to purchase. 
)
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Staffing at Wakoos
We are continuing to make changes, and have been pleased to welcome Eleanor 
back, 
who has returned from maternity leave. We have also welcomed 
Lorraine
, 
Charlotte
, Paulina and Rachelle into our team.
We said another sad farewell to Jade, who went on maternity leave, and who I am pleased to announce had her new baby girl last month. Jade is hoping to return sometime next year.
)
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Reminders
Text Messaging Service 
We aim to use this service during emergencies, so re
ally need to be sure that the
 message
s get to you.
 Please let the nursery office know if you have not received 
a 
text message
 from u
s 
before.  Make sure that we 
have 
your current mobile phone number – if in doubt, contact the office
. 
School 
   
We said a sad farewell to many of the children going off to 
big school.  T
hey are all settling well into this new stage of their lives.
 
 Thankfully we are able to continue seeing some children at our After School Club so it is lovely to see them growing in confidence
. 
Next Year
’
s school admissions
If your child 
is due to start school in Septe
m
b
er 2012, you will need to make an application shortly. Please also see the parent notice board for d
ates for Billingshurst Primary New A
dmission
s
 School Tours coming up over the next few weeks
.  You 
will need to phone the school to
 book these tours.
 
      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Clothes
Could we ask parents to bring in plenty of spare clothes, especially socks and pants. However, if you want these back please name them clearly
.
Coats
We do have waterproof coats available for the children, but some prefer to wear their own coats. Please, therefore, could you provide your child with a waterproof coat, as some children have warm coats which are not actually waterproof.
Spare clothes
We have a large amount of spare clothes available for use in emergencies but 
these are
 dwindling fast, so if you find any 
Wakoos 
clothes that may have been sent home with your child could you please return these to us.
)
	 (
Part-time Nursery Places
We are constantly reviewing our admissions policies, and one issue that is often raised is the availability of part-time places for babies. We are very aware of the current economic climate and have therefore made the decision to allow half days for babies from now on. We 
will also
 allow 
the
 minimum of 2 sessions per week to be on the same day rather than having to be on separate days; thus allowing 
babies
 to attend just one day a week. We will, however, advise parents that there may be occasions when the children find this difficult due to the large gap each week 
in 
their attendance. At these times we will work with families to find a way 
a
round thi
s, for example arranging 2 half-
days spread over the week until the child is more accustomed to the nursery. We hope these changes allow for the f
lexibility that parents require
. 
Shoes
W
ith the recent wet weather many 
children 
are 
coming in wellington boots
.
 
 Don’t forget 
to bring in alternative footwear for 
them to wear when they are 
indoor
s – its much more comfortable!
Children & Family Centre
You may be aware that there are changes being planned within West Sussex Children & Family Centres. There will shortly be a new manager who will manage a cluster of centres, including Billingshurst. 
Alison Robinson is moving to another area in 
West Sussex
. 
The new cluster manager
 for here
 is Roddy Crockett, who is moving from the 
Crawley
 area. There may be a change to the people work
ing
 within the centre, but the general activities, etc. shouldn’t be affected.
  
As usual there will be a timetable of events being offered by the family centre, so feel welcome to pick one of these up.
)
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Treatment of Head Lice
There are many chemical treatments on the 
market
, for the treatment of head lice. However, these can be expensive and not recommended for use on very young children. 
The best way to remove head lice without chemicals is as follows: 
Apply conditioner in wet hair that has been washed with regular shampoo; leave the conditioner in and comb hair with a normal comb. 
Use a fine-tooth comb; parting the hair into small sections and combing through all hair in one stroke from the root to the ends (the wet lice and nymphs can’t move and therefore stick to the comb – remove them in running water or on a piece of tissue paper between each stroke).
After all hair is thoroughly combed, rinse hair and use regular comb in the drenched hair. Next, repeat process of using a fine toothed comb in the rinsed hair. Be sure to keep hair wet; the lice and nymphs dry quickly and will resume activity making it harder to remove them. 
Repeat above every 3 to 4 days and for 2 weeks after the last live louse was seen. Wetting the hair beforehand is recommended because it temporarily immobilizes the lice and the conditioner makes it easier to get a comb through the hair.
You should routinely check your child every week, using conditioner, a fine toothed comb, and tissue paper as above so you can treat any future infections quickly
. 
It is recommended to treat all members of the family
. 
Keep in mind that head lice don’t survive long once they fall off a person, so it’s unnecessary to spend a great deal of time and money trying to rid the house of lice
. 
For more information 
http://kidshealth.org/parent/infections/common/head_lice.html#
) (
Child Health
This month’s Focus is on 
Head Lice
The bane of many parents, the head louse is a tiny, wingless parasitic insect that lives among human hairs and feeds on extremely small amounts of blood drawn from the scalp. Although they may sound gross, lice are a very common problem, especially for children between the ages of 3 to 12 years (and girls more often than boys). Don’t panic about your child getting head lice! Panicking is not going to kill the head lice and could likely lead to over-treatment and anxiety in your child who may be concerned that they have ‘bugs’ in their hair.
Signs of Head Lice
Though very small, lice can be seen by the naked eye. You might see lice eggs (called nits) when examining your child’s hair. These look like tiny yellow, tan, or brown dots before they hatch. Lice lay nits on hair shafts close to the scalp, often behind the ears and around the nape of the neck, where the temperature is perfect for keeping warm until they hatch. Nits look sort of like dandruff, only they can’t be removed by brushing or shaking them off. Lice aren’t dangerous and they don’t spread disease, but they are contagious and can just be downright annoying. Their bits may cause a child’s scalp to become itchy and inflamed, and persistent scratching may lead to skin irritation and even infection. It’s wise to treat head lice quickly once the diagnosis is make because they can spread easily from person to person. It is more common to see nits in a child’s hair than it is to see live lice crawling on the scalp. Lice eggs hatch within 1 to 2 weeks after they’re laid. After hatching, the remaining shell looks white of clear and continues to be firmly attached to the hair. This is the stage when it is easiest to spot them, as the hair is growing longer and the egg shell is moving further away from the scalp.
)
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